
 

 

1 April 2021 
 
Dear Parent / Carer 
 
I hope that you and your family are all safe and well.  As we come to the end of the Spring term, I would 
like to start by thanking you all for your continued support.  Yet again, the term has not been quite what 
anyone would have envisaged at the start of the year, but hopefully the coming weeks and months will 
see more and more opportunities to get life in school back to what it was before Covid-19.  Ahead of the 
Easter break, please note the following updates: 
 
Session 3 
As you know, for the last two weeks we have held a staggered Session 3 programme to enable students 
to participate in a range of extra-curricular and enrichment activities.  After Easter, the Session 3 
programme will resume on Monday 26 April.  The Session 3 calendar can be found on the ‘useful 
documents’ section of the website, which can be accessed using the following link: 
http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/useful-documents  
 
Please remember that places must be booked at least 24 hours in advance via MCAS and there are a 
limited number of spaces for some sessions. In addition, should you require more information or a 
reminder on how to use MCAS, please visit: https://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/mcas.aspx 
 
GCSE and A Level Examinations 
One of the key tasks in schools across the country next term will be to work through the process for 
awarding teacher assessed grades for students sitting GCSE and A Levels.  We appreciate that this is a 
challenging process for all involved, and as a school we have to adhere to the strict and robust 
guidelines in place.  To support us in this process, please could I re-iterate that students and parents do 
not contact teachers with grade enquiries as they will not be able to provide any information. Thank you 
for your support and understanding. 
 
Student Hairstyles and Academy Uniform 
Please can I remind everyone of the uniform expectations, as referred to in last week’s update.  Whilst 
we accept and have made some small allowances since the Academy re-opened following the lockdown, 
from Monday 19 April we expect all students to be wearing the full Academy uniform in line with usual 
expectations. Suppliers including Gogna have been operating throughout the lockdown period should 
you need to purchase new uniform if required.  With the reopening of hairdresser imminent, can we 
politely remind parents of the Academy’s expectations regarding hairstyles as we would like to ensure 
students make a very positive return to the Academy after Easter. 
 
Students should only wear their Academy tracksuit and PE kit to school on days that they have PE or 
Performing Arts. In addition, with hairdressers re-opening during the Easter holiday, please also note the 
guidance and expectations in relation to student hairstyles.  Our uniform policy and guide can be found 
at: http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/useful-documents.  Thank you in advance for your co-
operation. 
 
Track and Trace / Reporting of Covid-19 cases during the Easter Holiday 
A reminder that the Academy will be continuing to assist with track and trace procedures until 5pm on 
Saturday 3 April.  If your child develops symptoms and receives a positive Covid-19 test up until this 
point, please inform us via email at the following address: Covid19@sandwellacademy.com 
Please be advised that this email address will not be monitored after 5pm on April 3. Should your child 
develop symptoms after this time, in line with Local Authority guidance, please book a test and engage 
directly with the NHS Track and Trace Service.  
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Over the last few days, students for whom we have parental consent have received additional home 
testing kits to use over the Easter break. The home testing guide and related documents can be found 
on the Academy website at the following link: http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/covid-testing 

For queries in relation to home testing, contact Mrs Chapman at JChapman@Sandwellacademy.com 
 
Academy opening 
The Academy will now be closed for the Easter break.  The school re-opens for the Summer term on 
Monday 19 April. 
 
Thank you again for your support.  I wish you all a safe and enjoyable Easter break. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Ian Williams 
Headteacher 
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